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We never saw the King. We waited in an ante-room furnished with
rickety chairs and tables that might have belonged, long ago, to His
Majesty's poor relations. After two hours Eden came back to us, as
curt as only a disappointed Englishman can be. With a jerk of his
head he motioned us to follow him, and back we went to Downing
Street without a word being spoken.
When we were again in Eden's office, he sat at his desk and
examined a pile of papers as though he'd forgotten us.
" Well," Buell said, " I see something's gone wrong, but it looks
to me as though we'd never find out what unless someone asks. Did
you see the King ? "
Sir William was distant with him. " I laid the papers before him,
but I regret to say* that they didn't seem convincing."
" They didn't seem convincing ! " Vardill repeated incredulously.
" Then all our work was-----" He stopped, stared wildly at Eden,
then went quickly from the room.
Buell looked puzzled. " That's strange," he said. " I never heard
of any other human being who wouldn't admit there was a thunder-
storm tiD he got hit by lightning ! "
" What was there about the papers," I asked, " that wasn't con-
vincing ? He could see, couldn't he, that the French will soon be
fighting for the rebels ? "
" His Majesty," Eden said inconsequentially, " is greatly annoyed
at Mr. Wentworth and Mr. Bancroft. They are inveterate gamblers
on the stock market, and they've persisted in their contention that
France intends to give open assistance to the rebels. It seems apparent
to His Majesty that their determination to have this news made public
is due to their desire to depress British funds. They'd be the first to
benefit, and he has no doubt they'd make a fortune as the funds fall.9*
*' What's Wentworth and Bancroft got to do with the dispatches we
stole ? " Buefl demanded. *{ Didn't you see 'em ? There was a list of
supplies furnished to America by the French Minister of War ! There
was a document from the French Admiralty, promising fifteen more
privateers for the use of the rebels ! There was a letter from Deane to
Congress guaranteeing a French fleet would be sent to act with the
rebel army as soon as the rebels won just one battle ! There was------"
Eden stopped him with an upraised hand. " I know what was in
those documents as well as you, Mr. Buell."
" Good," Buell said. " What's going to be done about 'em ? "
" At the moment, nothing."
" Nothing I" Buell cried. " Oliver and I risked our lives a hundred
times to get that bag of letters ! We did it so you could take steps that
should V been taken two years ago ! We did it so you could put an
end to this rebellion, and give Oliver and me and about ten thousand